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My First Year at High Tech High
“Okay class… To explore projectile motion we are going to spend the next couple of months building launchers out of PVC. Consult with your group members and try to come up with a design that will work.” 


Welcome to project-based learning! Here at High Tech High Media Arts, we do not read page 191 of our science text book to explore a concept, instead, we learn about it through a hands-on activity.  This is my first year at the High Tech Village; I feel that it has had a great impact on the way I look at education. I have grown as a learner in different ways:  I have a more professional outlook on the way I conduct the learning process, I have more persistence and willingness to learn, and I am more relaxed then I was in the beginning of the year.

As a 9th grader, I feel that education is my current “occupation”. Since we can’t have a “career” at this age, I can at least have a professional outlook in school. Since I now go to a project-based school and I deal with up to 4 different projects at a time, I have to budget my time well, by choosing when to work on certain projects. I also have to balance my “business contacts” and how often I communicate with them. In a way, each student is a “Vice Presidents” of our own departments. For example, during exhibition, we all had different tasks. We had to know when it was an appropriate time to work on each component of the project.

Last year, I attended a public traditional school. I had great grades in every subject but math, even though I completely understood the content. It did not make much sense how one person could understand math but not get an “A”. I am pretty sure that it was the teaching style of worksheets, lectures, more worksheets, homework worksheets, tests (the process would repeat every week), that doomed me. I had potential to do well, but the teaching style was holding me back. Upon my arrival at High Tech High Media Arts and having class with my Math teacher Demian, I knew I was at a great school. Demian looked for hands on activities to complement the material we needed to learn.  When I was “over-achieving”, he recognized this by giving me harder math to work on. This was the first time that I was given a harder curriculum in math.

 In Humanities, I recognized a talent in writing. I was able to compose a beautiful sound piece inspired vignette titled “Fire?!?”  During my presentation, I attempted to perform the actions in the writing.  I realized that my writing has grown in different ways: I was zeroing in on the moment, I was using dense language, and I was experimenting with line breaks.  I appreciated writing, something that never occurred to me before.  I used to write just when it was required for school, and I didn’t like it that much. Rochelle made writing fun, and I was able to have a good time writing pieces that meant a lot to me. As you can see, at this school, I have the willingness and patience to succeed in my work.

Stress is not healthy. At the beginning of the year, each project I did was stressful.  This was obvious during the wheeled vehicle project, where stress actually interfered with my work habits, as it would cause sleepless nights as well as convulsive worrying.  In the end, my partner and I actually finished and received a good grade, as my partner was able to execute a better idea on the last day. After this, I learned that you shouldn’t stress out every day. That is why I try not to let anxiety overwhelm me while I am working on daily project work. However, I need to work on not being pressured during the week of a big event such as Exhibition Night. I was bitten by the stress bug that week, and almost exploded the day before Exhibition Night. Luckily, we had two weeks of Spring Break to cool down after exhibition. My goal for the 2007-08 school year is to try to eliminate even more stress from my life, both stress caused from school and stress caused from personal issues.

At my check point at the end of the year, I feel that I did not live up to my stress goal. During the last month of school, we had a lot of work. We had a tPOL to work on, a photo essay, a Digital Portfolio, and a photo essay exhibition.  Of course, stress overwhelmed me. Due to poor time management, I didn’t start working on my tPOL until the weekend before. This was poor planning on my part, as I should have managed my time better. Instead of just working on my photo essay the week before, I should have worked on my tPOL. Honestly, I got very little practice on my tPOL compared to my end of semester POL. I learned from this time management mistake, and will try not to repeat this next year.

All in all, I feel that I have had a successful year, for being my first year at High Tech School System. It has become clear that I have grown through my professional demeanor, my persistence and willingness to learn, as well as trying to reduce my stress load. I have even set a goal for next year:  I will try to eliminate most if not all of stress as it has a negative effect on the learning experience. I hope to have a successful tenure at High Tech High Media Arts, and an educational success story for many years to come.
